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How can we prove that we are the 73rd sect of Islam —what
does this mean?
It is related by ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr™ that the Holy Prophet® said, “My ummah
[followers] will go through the same stages as Bani-Isra’il [people of Israel—
followers of Moses®] did. The similarities will be very striking, like one shoe of a pair
has to the other. So much so that if a person from among the Bani-Isra’il committed
an offence against his mother, a similar unfortunate one would also be found in my
ummah. Bani-Isra’il split up into seventy-two sects. My people will split up into
seventy-three sects. With the exception of one sect, all others will be bound for
Hell.” The Companions™ asked as to who these righteous people or sect would be.
The Holy Prophet®® replied that these would be the people who would truly follow
him [Holy Prophet®®] and his Companions.
(Tirmidhi, Abwab-ul-Iman babo ljirag-ehadhihil Ummate, vol. 2, p. 88-89)
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(Friday Sermon September 8, 2017) (Isaiah 29:11)
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